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A view from the Chairman John McCarthy

An association like ours, to be worthwhile, mustvdits members together as
a community. We must act as good neighbours armpldsih other: watch out
for one another. We must be ready to help on issutasks that are too big for
one person to manage alone. The Association wiwddd hear from members
on how to expand this sense of community to theemiRathgar area. | am sure
there are many ideas and skills waiting to be tdpptybe some of these can
be harnessed by the Association for the beneétlof

This idea of community is especially importanttas time of year. The dark
evenings and unpleasant weather can affect oldarinerable people in
particular. Please be aware of your neighbours!

To encourage this sense of community, the Associatill launch a new web
site early in the New Year. Replacing the existi@psite, it will have
additional features to facilitate better communaratvith members We hope
that members and indeed non members will useiitedgt Link magazine will
still be published twice a year.

The Local Property Tax continues to be a major eamdnitially, according to
the Minister for Local Government, 80% of the taxswo be used in the
Council area where it was collected. However, fik@ny Government
promises, this is now in doubt if not abandonedol seems that all tax
collected will go into one pot and the Minister vgibend money from this pot
wherever he deems it necessary.

In May/June 2014 local elections will take plachisiwill be an opportunity to
elect councillors to represent us effectively. Retber that from 2016 the
councillors will have the opportunity to decide \ther to raise or lower the
Local Property Tax by 15%. It is vital that we knauuere each candidate will
stand on this issue........... Of course we have watarges to face in 2015.!

Best s for 2014

The Association’s Agenda for 2014
Following a number of meetings with DCC managementyith
councillors and some local TDs over the last numbesf months, the
following agenda for the Rathgar area will now be prsued by the
Association. It will be particularly important to f ollow this vigorously
in the coming months in the run up to local and Euopean elections.
We would encourage our members individually to dosalso!

The specific issues are:-

Residents now pay Local Property Taxes, so theg hanght to know
how DCC plans to spend that money and how muchbeipent in the
Rathgar area. The Association is looking for opssrand
accountability. from the city council and seekiggeater interaction with
local groups. There is an urgent need for Counsilémd DCC, to begin
to think on a forward rather than a reactionarysa$he Association is
seeking to have a process set in place to advarge t

Section 4.4.2.1-SCO09 of the Dublin City Developmilan 2011-2017
which recognises the importance of suburban vilageathgar being
one of them- could provide the framework for saahapproach.

Some immediate and pressing issues need tddressed

1. An adequate safe pedestrian crossing between TJbe &id the
108.which will allow pedestrians to cross withaskrto life and limb

2. Signage and street furniture in the village shdaddo a good
standard and clutter avoided. The current posisanostly an
eyesore. We would wish to see some iconic featutiea village
such as a distinctive lamp standard or piece aftanting sculpture
in a prominent place in the village.

3. As a result of a major campaigns by a number ofipaind private
bodies, many people now use the bicycle as tleemal means of
transport. Unfortunately the roads in Rathgar gélao not allow
safe passage for cyclists and pedestrians.

4. Maintenance of streets and roads. There is an sistent and
variable approach to the upkeep of roads and pawsimieéor instance
road surfaces are pot holed or broken and in ttedwa Autumns
there has been no plan for leaf clearance fronetstia pavements.

5. Flooding in the area(Rathmines/Pembroke/Swan Rjuby/
cleaning) Residents need continuous feed back wlis problem
is being tackled. They need to see a sense of cygenthe part of
DCC



6. There is a significant lack of care and mainteeaof local parks such
as Orwell and Dartry Park and the Dodder River.sEhere important
and much used local amenities
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Some Notes and Comments

AGM of the Association

The 2014 AGM of the Association will take placeShPatricks Hall,
Leicester Avenue oB0" March 2014. Members will be advised further,
nearer to the date.

Public Meeting .

As local elections and European elections will taleee in May/June of
the coming yeatr, it is planned to have a publictimgavhere members and
the public will be invited to meet candidates rungnior election. This will
be an ideal opportunity to address local concendsedicit commitments
from candidates. The date fixed for thi2@' February 2014.

Annual Garden Competition.
Congratulations to Cynthia Wann winner of the Dixaup and runners up
Noreen Guiry and Angela Egan .

The next event will be early July 2014

No entry rules apply as all front gardens in tresaaare considered. Prizes
are awarded to the best of these.

The Association encourages all residents to wortheir front gardens.
Not alone do their gardens give satisfaction torthet they give a great
deal of pleasure to those passing by and also eel@air neighbourhoods

Rathgar Celebrates

On the evening of Decembeél Rathgar commenced Christmas
celebrations with the arrival of Santa Claus fokalhby a carol service in
Christ Church with seasonal treats afterwards.

Rathgar businesses organised a draw for €50 shpppircher on each of
the Saturdays in December as well as free parki@past Church

' In June last Bloomsday was marked with a wonderful
celebration in period dress with music and fooce Th
local businesses did James Joyce’s village proud.

Computer Classes.

This is the third year of our organised computassés for beginners.
Classes are provided by transition year studen&ratford College. Our
thanks to teachers and students, for providingf#tutiity for mostly older
people. Thanks also to Orla for organising thenbemalf of the RRA

Having problems with your PC and don’t want the hassle of bringing it
into the repair shop to have it sorted out? Whytnoa new on line
service which can fix many of your problems remptelry rescueit.ie

The Walk and Talk programme of City walks continues
Contact DC(2222148between 9-5pm),
email atletswalkandtalk@dublincity.ie
Address:: Community Development Section, Dubliry@buncil, Block
4, Floor 1, Dublin 8
www.letswalkandtalk.ie

Passport for Leisure

Dublin City Council operates a discount card schepezifically tailored to the
leisure and recreational needs of persons ovgrfiifé. The scheme entitles
members to avail of a range of special discounti® fifree access and use of
DCCs sport ,leisure and recreational facilitiesa targe range of specific
discounts from the business sector.
Contact DCC: Tel 8450090

Email: info@passportforleisure

Community Development Section: DCC, Block 1.Du8li

www.passportforleisure.ie

Historical records availake on line.
downsurvey.tcd.ie

Trace your ancestors:

A remarkable historical website has come on lilkis is the online
digital map of the 17 century Down Survey of Ireland. The Survey was
conducted between 1656 and 1658 and was the &tistal land survey
conducted anywhere in the world. It was conductetMiliam Petty in

the aftermath of the defeat of Charles | and thia@li@ Confederacy. Its
purpose was to record in detail every townlandispaand barony, the
acreage of each the type of land and the ownership

Irish Architectural Archive : The Institute of Architects 45 Merrion
Square. A recent exhibition,“The Baroque in Italitistrated this style as
follows:



“The Baroque style, in stark contrast with theeqjsymmetry and perfectly
geometric proportion of the Renaissance, was cteraed by the use of
the curved line, by sinuous ellipses and spiratsarbexaltation of complex
polycentric curves”

Honeyed Moments in Rathgar

The Honey Show was held in Christchurch RathgaBaturday 2
November 2013. The show attracted 203 entriesydas. This year’'s show
saw more than double the number of entries thaviqurgly. It probably
was the highest ever.

The Beekeepers entered many and varied
products: honey, wax, candles, mead, cakes,
biscuits, photographs— just about anything to do
with beekeeping —
For those interested in becoming beekeepers,

| ? lectures are held throughout the Spring at the
Litton Hall, Wesley House Leeson Park, Dublin én€ct Ann (01)
2888873086 37983030r visiww.dublinbees.org

The Rathmines Ranelagh and Rathgar Historical Socig
The recent Autumn programme covered such topics
* Woolworths and the Irish main street
* Rathmines Library Centenary Lecture - The GaeliagLee in
Dublin in 1913: 20 years a-growing?
* Another side of 1916. Rathmines love letters.
A new programme of lectures and talks commencéseiNew Year
Information: Rathmineshistoricalsociety.com or
email:rathmineshistoricalsociety.ie

Rathmines and Rathgar Musical Society.

The society celebrated its centenary in 2013. feseaf events marking the
occasion were laid on through the year culminaitingecember with a
historical account of 100 years of the R&R writtehMyles Dungan and
published by Gill & McMillan

Rathmines and Terenure Libraries
There is always a lot going on in your local lilgzeso keep a watching eye.

In January of this year a story telling event talese, entitled:
“Dublin’s Little Jerusalem. Come and share your ltie Jerusalem
Stories”.

Anyone whose roots are in the Portobello areaadinamidst the Jewish
community, in the 1920s/30s/40s/50s/60s, mighttiikehare happy
memories of Jewish neighbours & friends. Or indiénede stories their
parents may have passed on to them.

Do you like a good yarn or do you tell a good yarn?
Then the Teachers Club, Parnell Square, hosts déne Spinner’s Club
every Thursday

Waste Handling Dublin City Council has brought in new bye lawstbe
handling of domestic and commercial waste. Detaifs be viewed on
their website

Garda Siochana Information leaflets.There is a series of useful
information leaflets obtainable from your local darstation. They cover
such topics aRersonal Safety and Security for the Older Person,
Home Security Check ListandBicycles Security.

On home security the garda advice isTthe Home Security 3 minute
check “Burglars like easy opportunities. If theywbado make a lot of
noise, spend a lot of time or risk being seengcti@nces are they won’t
bother. If you can deny entry for more than 3 masuthances are the
burglars will go elsewhete

Be a good neighbour
A harmonious, safe neighbourhood requires eacls ¢ play our part.

* Get to know your neighbourhood and neighbours. Vdatkind
your roads and parks. You will soon appreciate whathave
nearby and identify what is missing!

» Use your local shops, cafes and restaurants-usedhése them!

* Take care of your own street or road — clean tlie patside your
house. Sweep up leaves or snow or anything elsedaes an
obstruction Help your older neighbours who maylable to do
so. Check your overhanging trees or shrubs irirtme of your
house. Are they causing difficulty to passers by?

» Ask your workmen to park their vans with considemrafor your
neighbours. . Your neighbours will be there loftgrathe builders
have gone and consideration for them will makenmmonious
living.



Bin collection day can cause difficulty for wheblair users or
parents with buggies — so do not put your bingoaiearly and take
them in as soon as possible after they have beptiezin Do this

for your neighbours todXCC has introduced new Bye Laws on
control of waste- see Dublincity.ie/waste bylaws )

80% of dog owners clean up after their dogs. Make you are
one of them and not one of the 20% who allow tHegs to foul our
paths. Itis not always possible to bin the po®.aRjood neighbour-
and take it home, if you have to!

Don’t let your dog bark for prolonged periods muy garden.

Try (it is difficult) to keep your cats from diggirup your
neighbour’s flower beds!

Drive and park with care and consideration and teelpake your
neighbourhood a safer place.

Children who cycle or use scooters on footpatlsishbe taught to
cycle or scoot slowly and carefully giving way #ttemes to
pedestrians Adult cyclists of course should never be on the
footpaths but where this is an absolute necedséy the same rules
apply to them. Footpaths are just that — for peagh foot!

Know your neighbours. Older neighbours may needffer of a
hand. Offer yours! Crime prevention is somethiregskould all be
aware of. Keep a watchful eye in your own arealksep those
useful telephone numbers close to your land liteptene and put
them into your mobile phone. Time is often of @ssence in the
prevention of crime or in providing assistancenneanergency.

Oh its lovely to be Inhg in Rathgar
(60 years ago Jimmy O’Dea sang thies of Rathgar)

There are some quite decent suburbs | am sure.
Oh Rathmines is not so bad or Terenure.
Oh we have heard of spots like Inchicore
But really don’t know where they are.
For thank heaven, we are living in Rathgar.

Oh its lovely to be living in Rathgar.
Rathmines and Terenure are not so bad, I'm sure
But in Kimmage —goodness gracious,
They play tennis in their braces.
Oh its lovely to be living in Rathgar

0 ¢

restaurant
café bar
delicatessen

"Bijou has been turned into a Restaurant that
those lucky Rathgar Residents can Thank

Heavens for"

Cat herine C eary The Irish Tinmes

www.bijourathgar




James Joyce and O’Brien Press — born in
Rathgar!

James Joyce was born in Brighton Square,
and his mother in Terenure Road East. So,

wonderful picture of Joyce walking past our
Rathgar HQ, | was thrilled. O’'Brien Press is
an international entity with over 450 of its

by our creative team of seventeen

professionals in design, editing, sales,
marketing, production and more. In 2014, we cekebiaty years,
producing 2,000 books in that time, with 700 ofnthtill in print including
Marita Conlon McKenna’'s Famine Trilogy, Brendan @rell's Agnes
Browne trilogy and Paul Howard'’s first four Rossdatroll-Kelly books,
and acclaimed titles from authors like Olivia O’kgaeargal Quinn and
Tomi Reichental, Eoin Colfer, Siobhan Parkinson Anobrey Flegg.
Following our purchase of Brandon Books, we havered the fiction
world with quite a splash, garnering major medtardton for Mary
Morrissy’s The Rising of Bella Casg$heila Bugler's crime debttunting
Shadowsand the great Frank McGuinness’ first no&amathea We keep
ahead technologically with O’Brien e-books now psieéd simultaneously
with print editions.
| take special pride in our editions of JoycBigblinersand the first Dublin

lllustrated Edition oUlysses If only Joyce’s mother could have known, as

she pushed her clever son past 12 Terenure RoadoBdser way to shop
in Rathgar village. If O'Brien Press had been atbback then, perhaps
Joyce and Beckett would have dropped in, and Bér8haw too, after
attending the High School. Perhaps it's time f&athgar literary festival?

Michael O’Brien
Publisher, The O’'Brien Press

when acclaimed artist Alfonso Zapico drew a

authors’ titles translated into forty languages
— books created by Irish genius and perfected

A Natural Balance
By
Mark McDowell
(busheslane@yahoo.cdm

Sparrows have discovered our birdfeeders. | hoigashndicative of a rise
in sparrow numbers as their city populations dedim recent decades. It
started with the phasing out of horse-drawn trartspdhe cities, the
manure was full of seeds and was a year roundgoacte and now a lack
of nest sites has become a problem. Whateveoch @f sparrows is
regularly visiting our feeders.

So, last Saturday while sitting at the table, tagkon the phone to the
brother and gazing out the window( my version oftirtasking!), a
sparrow hawk flew straight onto the feeders saatjesparrows left and
right but when it landed for a moment on top of diek patio heater (knew
that would come in handy sometime) it was emptgrtadl, our flock had
escaped to feed another day, but exciting stuff.

We had our first Rathgar sparrow hawk encountermooming about 15
years ago when we lived in a flat on Kenilworth &eu A very agitated
flock of pigeons swerved round the big cypresssti@ethe south-east
corner just as we came down our steps settingrothecycle to school. A
sparrow hawk caught a pigeon in mid-air and the fpanbled to the garden
path in front of us.

The hawk lost its grip on the pigeon which madedjib® escape, the
ambitious hawk fluttered onto the railings, pausiiog a second or two
before flying off, only a few floating feathersanked the altercation. The
whole incident probably lasted less than ten sestod it has lasted years
in our memories.

Since then | regularly see birds of prey aroundhBat, mostly sparrow
hawks in the parks along the Dodder, sometimesaetdovering, though
not in the last couple of years, and memorablyzérd over the house,
wheeling and soaring and circling out of sight. Bahe was in our garden.
The presence of predators like the sparrowhawk doegepresent a threat
to garden birds in general; in fact it reflectsltiteapopulations of prey
species. Even during the nesting season when tia@gdes may be taking
fifteen or more birds a day to feed their younig timed to coincide with
the fledging of sparrows, blue tits, finches etd aas no overall effect on
their populations. Natural predation provides taural balance in a
dynamic system.



Rathgar
Late Night
Pharmacy

Open until 9pm 7 days per week

Kate & Morgan O’Connell

1-7 Terenure Road East,Rathgar,Dublin 6
Tel 014970046 Fax 01 4970009

Email:rathgarpharmacy@yahoo.com

.......................................................................................................................

Planning Report December 2013 Philip O'Reilly

It may be that the re-incarnation of the CelticeFigs imminent but if it is,
then the form of the new beast will be a much @quiahd tamer species
than that which has previously stalked the landagmg all before it.. It
appears as well that the new beast will be vemcseke as to where it
should lay its head but it can be expected thatdreaitwould probably be
one of its chosen pads.

Recent times have seen a gradual but not drannatiease in house prices
and likewise in the number of planning applicatifmrsdevelopments of
one sort or another.

However the activities of the Association have thtb remain low key
during the period with a predominance of small digwaents while the
larger ones remain in the low single figures.

Some off-street parking applications were submittedarville Ave,
Grosvenor Road and Upper Rathmines, but the pofitlye City Council
under the current development plan is to refusé applications and this
has been the case throughou.party appeals to An Bord Pleanala have
served only to confirm the refusal of the Local Warity to-date.

Developments to the rear of a house in BrightondRyzve rise to a call for
assistance from the Association which was forthoggmneculminating in the
refusal of the application by the Local Authorifyrevised application for
the retention of a smaller version of the developtmeas also commented
on by the Association and this likewise was refudduls matter is awaiting
further developments.

A development on Templemore Road to the rear ofobniee houses on
Highfield Road was granted on appeal after a rétugéhe Local
Authority.

Two appeals were made in An Bord Pleanala duriegottiod. One was in
respect of a further and modified development at@hwell Nursing Home
on the basis that it constituted overdevelopmeti@fite with inadequate
parking provisions. The Bord saw fit to require greposer to submit an
alternative proposal to counteract the deficienicigbhat which was applied
for and this information was submitted within tresadline. A decision is
awaited early in the New Year. A second appealsusdsnitted in respect
of a 20" century house at no 1 Garville Ave. on the baste®use of



inappropriate materials and designs which woultsasly and adversely
impact the character of the surrounding area. eéisibon on this is also
expected in the New Year.

During the year the Association commented on dgeémnts in
immediately adjoining areas. Matters in respe¢hefdevelopment of 4
additional cinema auditoria at the Swan CentrehRates was commented
on, with a view to trying to achieve an improvedida. However the
planners did not see fit to take on board our caosve and appropriate
suggestions. The application as proposed was alléavgo ahead
unaltered.

The Association has recently objected to the ddiaplof Denmark Hill,
Leinster Road West to the North of Kenilworth SgisTis a 19 century
house in a key landmarked and predominant locatiothis narrow road of
varied 19" and early 28 century period buildings. The Association
opposes the unjustified and unnecessary demobfigerfectly sound
houses. The objectives of the City Development Btates that precedence
be given to retention and conservation over thakeofolition. The matter

is with the Local Authority.

The Association has continued to strive in the enaif planning
enforcements with mixed results. While some dledpvelopments were
dealt with, they tended to be of the smaller vgri&he larger ones
including 47 Rathgar Road (which has recently clkdrftands) have not
been resolved however.

Of particular note during the period, has beemilmaber of applications,
previously granted and about to expire which soegkensions of
permission. Invariably these were granted althdaghnumber of cases
additional information was sought. This reflectedgble environmental
changes which might have taken place in the intengeperiod.
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Members your Email addresses Please!
Please let us have your email address with your
sub renewal. It makes it easier to keep in touch
with you.

We treat all such information confidentiallv

Anthea’s Spring and Summer tips for the hard pressd gardener

Spring leading to Summer is just around the cor8erhere are a few
tips to get your thoughts back to your garden.

Dealing with mildew

Mildew can appear on all kinds of plants-everythirggn roses to
vegetables and fruit. A simple quick fix,which &sg to make and apply,
can not only save money but is also safe to usesltnple to make: a
50/50 solution of water and full fat milk, and spraon affected plants
out of direct sunlight. This can be done once ewenydays and it helps
prevent mildew or if it is already present, carphadntrol it. It is
effective, safe and simple to use.

Control of slugs/snails

In early summer it is important to be vigilant withung vegetables and
small bedding plants that are especially vulner&tinails and slugs.
Most garden centres stock slug pellets and if ywal that the problem is
overwhelming, it is worth tryingemaslugvhich is an organic biological
control that must be ordered in advance. Anothehatkis to go around
with a pot and handpick any culprits that are obsid=inally, a totally
organic method is to use a beer trap. This is sim@aucer with some
beer which the slugs are attracted to and whesetttes drown.

Turning to a more positive gardening note

Every year buy a packet of night scented stock.deddte Spring
sprinkle it on some prepared soil close to youwrhen door, lightly water
to make sure it doesn’t dry out. Always keep a&lege on it to ensure
that when it comes up it doesn’t come to any haomfslugs or snails. It
usually starts to flower from midsummer, and algjiothe flowers are
not showy the scent is amazing. On a Summer’s agespen the
kitchen door and allow its lovely sweet fragrancevift inside..

Plant out begonia tubers. If growing begonia tulfersSummer display,
they should be at the stage in mid May for potingMake sure the
plants are developed to a reasonable size andahattarden them off
before planting out. Begonia foliage is very tenaled all it would take is
a light frost to cause serious damage. In mindmg plants, make sure
there is plenty of air circulating around thenhelps to prepare them for
planting out. If you have not already planted ugdrea tubers by mid
May, it is possible to purchase growing plants fre@me garden centres
into June.



Creating your own patio and raised beds.

When laying a patio in your home, ensure that thelmase is level so as
to avoid an uneven finish.

To avoid the colour of your slabs fading over tinmgest in good quality
paving.

Ensure that you position your patio lighting scttihaeflects of a feature
element in your garden as opposed to lighting epsity.

When building raised beds try to choose colourivag will blend in with
the walls of your house so that they complement e#cer.

Ensure that drainage is installed at the base wf ygsed bed for the
Winter period and that irrigation or water supyclose to hand during
the Summer months as raised beds dry out easily.

When it comes to soil, incorporate a mix of tod aod organic matter. A
top up may be required when the soil is settled.

Ensure your raised bed is a minimum of 60cm tonaflar plant
development.

Plant size must be taken into account when choasha you will grow
in your raised bed, as some plants are too largevélhnot grow in
smaller spaces.
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Problems then as now for pedestrians in Rathgar Jdge
From Links of the past  February 1991 LB

Why not a pedestrian island?

Any one who has raised a family in particular, amdked the less nimble
in our area, have as long as | can remember bemplaming and on
occasion agitating that something positive be donalleviate the hazard
to pedestrians trying to negotiate the five roade@yvergence in Rathgar
village.............. The Corporation when approached tigitowur local
councillors have repeatedly used cost as a reagaimst synchronising
the lights system to set up a pedestrian crosMigguggestion: why not a
pedestrian island on this crossing.

| suggest very strongly to the readers of Link tiety become active in
this matter. Write to your TDs and local counc#lor... Be assured of
one thing, progress will never be made by merdkjrtg about it!

Donovans

Traditional Family Butchers
107 Rathgar Road

Phone 4925997

Over 40 years of serving the People of Rathgand
surrounding areas

With prime quality Beef, Lamb, Pork, Bacon and
Free Range Chicken

Winner of all Ireland White Pudding Competition.

Suppliers to Hotels and Restaurants

Can't call in? We deliver!




